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FROM THE DIRECTOR  
2010 is here!  With the New Year comes a challengeða 

challenge to begin again.  How do we begin again in 2010?  I 

would like to suggest three ways: 

× First, letôs begin humbly.  Remember who we are 

and who He is.  Letôs remember how limited we are 

and how unlimited He is.  As Jesus says in the 

Gospel of John, ñWithout Me, you can do nothing.ò  

But remember, Paul reminds us in Philippians that 

ñwe can do all things through Him who strengthens 

us.ò 

× Second, letôs begin confidently.  This is possible if 

we look to God for our resources rather than look to 

ourselves.  God is able to bring victory and success 

into lives that without Him would be faltering and 

ineffectual. 

× Third, letôs begin decisively.  Our commitment to 

God must be without reservation.  There must be no 

private sanctuary for self.  We must not seek to hide 

anything from Him.  As the old hymn reminds usð

our all needs to be on the altar.  As the urgency of 

immediate decision sweeps down upon us, we must 

begin with God.  We must begin with God NOW!  

2010 is here.  Letôs make it a year of beginning 

againðhumbly, confidently, and decisively. 
 

News from Grace Ministries 
ñWell done, my good servantò, his master replied. ñBecause 

you have been trustworthy in a very small matter, take charge 

of ten citiesò (Luke 19:17 NIV). Happy New Year, friends; 

and thank you for helping to make Christmas so special this 

year. The many families who were touched by your cards, 

prayers, and gifts were moved by your compassion. One little 

boy continued to say ñyouôve got to be kidding; youôve got to 

be kidding; this canôt be real.ò  A fifty Hot Wheels car set; oh 

yes they were real. The races were fierce, and we did not stop 

until all fifty had been raced. The race reminded me of our 

vision here at Grace. We are committed to reaching all for 

Christ as we run this race--taking toys to children; warm 

blankets to people with poor housing and little heat; lots of 

good food to many; boxes of hot chocolate to all; and sharing 

the Good News--ñunto us a Savior is given.ò  My husband and 

I were leaving Grace one afternoon and there was Ms. Eve 

walking. I have served here at Grace for almost 7 years and 

Ms. Eve is still walking the streets.  We stopped; she got in 

and told us the two different places she needed to go. At one 

house, she went in and came out with a pack of raw meat in 

her hand.  At the second stop was her new home.  I was glad 

that she had some type of shelter--at least for the holidays. She 

relayed to me her list of needs, and I agreed to bring them to 

her. The conversation ended with her adding that she would 

like a relaxer for her hair. ñI know you want me to look pretty 

to go to church for Christmas, Ms. Gerri.ò I smile as I think of 

her statement. She was serious and has a habit of saying some 

pretty profound things. Nearly 5 years ago she said, ñI donôt 

care what they say about you, but you and those ------women 

love those children.ò My eyes were opened; maybe everyone 

wasnôt happy; but Godôs love was seen in what we said and 

what we did. Ray and I laughed when we dropped Ms. Eve 

off. We hadnôt convinced Ms. Eve to move into permanent 

housing, but she shared with us about her relationship with the 

Lord. Her story is not our story, but itôs her story. We have 

had the awesome privilege of reaching over 300 families since 

Thanksgiving. He was with us. How comforting it is to know 

that our God has promised to be with us always. The Psalmist 

said, ñI stay awake through the night, thinking about your 

promise.ò So we begin 2010 knowing He is with us. 
 

Paul David Freed«s ̄  Mighty Men of God 
Courage and Valor Conference 

This menôs retreat will be held at Dry Creek Baptist Camp on 

January 29-30.  Conference registration fees are $98/adults in 

the White House; $87/adults in the dorms; $68/adults in the 

RV Park; $59/commuters.  Young men aged 12-17 receive a 

$20 discount.  These fees cover conference and 

accommodation costs.  You may register by calling Dry Creek 

at 337-328-7531 or you may download the registration form 

from www.drycreek.net on the forms page or you may register 

online at www.MightyMenOfGod.com.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.careyassoc.org/
http://www.drycreek.net/
http://www.mightymenofgod.com/


Pastorless Churches  
Boulevard, FBC Cameron, FBC Iowa, New Hope, Sale Street, 

and Woodlawn 

Rev. Chris Dubose has accepted the pastorate at FBC Starks 

and Dr. Wayne McEntire has accepted the pastorate at FBC 

Westlake. 

 

January Anniversaries 
Cindy Beatty Trinity, LC 24 years 

Dawn Brand Trinity, LC 7 years 

Mary Brown FBC Elton 18 years 

Amy Bruce FBC Sulphur 8 years 

Ramona Franks New Hope 20 years 

Rev. Chris Jeffus Pine Grove 3 years 

Rev. Gerard Little Emmanuel, Vinton 7 years 

Rev. Willie Mack Ford Street 3 years 

Linda Martin FBC Starks 39 years 

Rev. Alan Weishampel East Ridge 19 years 
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