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FROM THE DIRECTOR

GPS—God’s Plan for Sharing is beginning in earnest
across our Association and across our state. The Louisiana
Baptist Convention emphasis is entitled, “Sharing the Peace
of Jesus with Louisiana.” Our churches are asked to do five
key things during this emphasis:

PRAY — March 1-19

ENGAGE — March 20-Prayer Walking in your
ministry area

SOW — March 27 — Door to Door distribution of
Gospel (LBC Pamphlet, “Sharing the Peace of
Jesus™)

HARVEST — April 4, Easter Sunday

ASSIMILATE — April 11-May 2-Follow up on
contacts and decisions

I trust that your church is already signed to participate in this
great emphasis; if not, please call your Carey office for more
details. The goal of GPS is to reach every home in the United
States, Canada, and their territories with a Gospel distribution
as well as an invitation to attend a local congregation for an
evangelistic Easter service. I believe this emphasis could lead
to one of the greatest harvests of souls we have ever seen, but
it all begins with each local congregation reaching its
community for Christ.

News from Grace Ministri

And so we began 2010 knowing He is with us. As I sit here
this afternoon, I think of the 25 new students we will work
with at one of our local schools--students who are scheduled
to take the LEAP test this spring. I don’t have to tell you that
they aren’t expected to pass the test. Every year it is the same
story; yet, in our hearts I hope we will agree that “no”, this is
not just another LEAP test story; it is so much bigger. It’s like
looking into a little face with these two little eyes except there
is no sparkle in these eyes. Instead there is a similar look to
the eyes of the people in Haiti—a look of longing that says, “I
have no idea what is going on, and the outcome probably
won’t be a good one.” We might ask how we can compare
children in our city to the children in Haiti. They may not be
covered with dust but they are covered with desperation to fit
in; they are not covered with dust but they are covered with
despair; they are not covered with dust but they are covered
with the difficulties of being a child without someone to

provide for and nurture them; they are not covered with dust
but they are covered with the debris of poverty and the lack of
basic needs and education. Paula posed a question, “What
will it take for us . . . an earthquake, t0o?”” No, perhaps it will
take what A. W. Tozer said in his book, Born After Midnight:
it will take “sanctifying the ordinary” --doing for Christ what
we do for ourselves. We desire to do great big things for
Christ and to be a hero for Christ; but, we can satisfy the heart
of hearts perhaps if we would remember 3 little words, “for
thy sake.” There was an article in the Baptist Message a
couple of weeks ago about a church that got serious about the
number of unwanted children in our state. This church became
serious and several members became foster parents. There
was another article about a church that decided to “scatter” on
Wednesday nights instead of “gathering” at their church—
scattering to the streets where the lost are. No, it’s not just
LEAP test time again; we are talking about children, families,
and people. Because we are Christians, we are our brothers’
keepers for Thy sake . . . for Christ’s sake. The news reports
tell us that eighty percent of the people in Haiti cannot read.
Yes, the percentage is less here; however, being part of a
lower percentage group doesn’t lessen the pain especially if
your entire family and your neighbors are part of that
percentage. Some of you have said to me, “If they would
allow me, I would go to Haiti and get one of those kids.” Jesus
said, “Go”---no red tape; you just go and share the Good News
and I will be with you. Jesus, our example, just went. He fed

e hungry, clothed the naked, and just “sanctified the

dinary” while He preached the Gospel. Our Jerusalem has
the stench of sin, poverty, and strongholds; yet, He still died
on that cross. What shall we render unto the Lord for all His
benefits toward me? (Psalms 116:12) Pray for us and call us
at Grace Ministries (433-6952).
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Pastorless Churches

Boulevard, FBC Cameron, FBC Iowa, New Hope, Sale Street,
and Woodlawn

February Anniversaries

Julie Brooks FBC Lake Charles 15 yrs.
Bobby Ivy FBC DeQuincy 39 yrs.
Rev. Jaceson Johnson Bellview 11 yrs.
Linda Monta East Ridge 32 yrs.

WEEK OF PRAYER FOR
NORTH AMERICAN MISSIONS

MARCH 7-14, 2010

LIVE WITH URGENCY

SHARE GOD'S TRANSFORMING POWER
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McNeese BCM

The Peru mission trip in December was a tremendous
success. Living in tents on the Amazon River was an
adventure, and sharing stories from Acts with the people there
went well. They all made it back safely; one student
swallowed Amazon River water while swimming and had
stomach problems for a few days after their return.

The Passion event in Atlanta drew 27,000 students, with
around 50 going from our area with local church groups.
Challenging speakers and great worship bands touched our
students, but one who did not go on that trip asked several
who did, “so what will you do about your experience at
Passion?” Only time will tell.

Please pray for February 12, when we will invite
international students to come to our building for Chinese
New Year. Last year we had 120 students come, and we were
able to establish relationships with them that have led to our
growth in international ministry this past year.
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